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the left wing of the army, with his right on the Chickahominy, the division covering the bridges connecting the wings. Hancock's pickets were but a short distance in front of his line, and the pickets of the enemy not a stone's throw from them, and yet so well did he, and that other splendid soldier, Brooks, watch their line, that they were not surprised by a sudden and furious assault, and soon scored a victory. I think that was the only assault made that clay on the left wing, and had it been successful there probably could have been no change of base to the James River.
At Antietam, after the thorough defeat of the extreme right of our army, Hancock, with his brigade, was suddenly called upon to check the enemy, who were advancing on lines of unsupported batteries, which had even no ammunition for their own defense. He had just arrived on the field, with his brigade close in mass, and the change of front, deployment and advance of the brigade was like a transformation scene. The line thus taken was held till after Lee's retreat across the Potomac. That day, during the fighting, Hancock was transferred to the command of a division, and we were no longer side by side.
Of his peculiar qualities on the field of battle, I can say that his personal bearing and appearance gave confidence and enthusiasm to his men, andatriotic conduct is due, if not to him, to the friends of law and justice throughout the country. Of such an act as his, at such a time, it is but fit that the dignity should be vindicated and the virtue proclaimed, so that its value as an example may not be lost to the nation.
